The role of liver stromal cells in dendritic cells development in mice.
The inherent tolerogenicity of liver allografts may be due to tolerogenic dendritic cells (DC) therein. It is not clear whether the unique antigen-presenting function of liver DC is intrinsic or whether it is altered by microenvironmental factors in the liver. In the present study, we investigated the effect of hepatic stellate cells (HSC) on the development and function of DC propagated from bone marrow. DC exposed to HSC or HSC supernates expressed low CD11c, CD86, and major histocompatibility complex class II and elicited inferior allostimulatory function compared with conventional DC. These results suggested that soluble factor(s) secreted from HSC influence DC development.